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Description  of  District. — The  town  has  an  acreage  of 
738.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Cannock  Rural  District,  on 
the  west  by  the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  ; on  the  south  by 
the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  and  Willenhall  Urban  District, 
with  a broad  tongue  of  Bilston  Urban  District  approaching  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  boundary  ; and  on  the  east  by  Wednesfield  Urban 
District.  The  population  is  largely  an  artisan  one,  and  is  grouped 
together  in  three  centres  : Park  Village  with  882  houses  in  the  north, 
Heath  Town  proper  with  1270  houses  in  the  centre,  north-east,  and 
east;  and  Moseley  village  with  391  houses  in  the  south-east.  The 
two  former  centres,  though  distinct,  are  co-terminus  in  places;  but 
Moseley  Village  is  situated  about  one  mile  off,  the  intervening 
country  being  sparsely  populated. 


Geologically,  the  district  is  divided  by  the  great  western  bound- 
ary fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield.  This  fault  extends 
as  an  almost  straight  line  from  S.W.  to  N.E  It  may  be  reproduced 
on  the  map  by  drawing  a line  from  where  the  Midland  Railway 
crosses  over  the  Grand  Junction  Line  to  where  the  canal  runs 
alongside  the  Wednesfield  Road,  continuing  it  along  the  straight 
part  of  the  road,  and  producing  it  in  both  directions  to  the 
boundaries.  North-west  of  this  line  are  the  Permian  beds,  which 
here  consist  of  irregular  bands  of  red,  white  and  yellow  sandstone  of 
varying  hardness,  and  intermixed  with  red  marl  and  clay.  Excel- 
lent interesting  exposures  in  this  formation  were  made  during  the 
current  year  in  Queen’s  Square  and  in  the  Gas  Works  at  Wolver- 
hampton, and  have  afforded  me  interesting  study.  The  rocks  are 
generally  covered  with  Boulder  clay,  in  which  granite  boulders 
freely  occur.  South-east  of  the  fault  are  the  coal  measures,  while 
just  to  the  south  of  the  loop  line  bridge  over  Dean’s  Road  is  a 
small  dyke  of  greenstone.  In  the  sandstone  and  marl  formation 
there  are  many  clay-pits  and  brickworks.  In  the  coal  measures  the 
pits  are  all  worked  out  or  abandoned,  except  for  spasmodic  efforts 
by  “gins”  and  similar  devices  to  remove  portions  that  have  been 
left. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fault  there  is  a watershed 
separating  the  basin  of  the  Severn  on  the  north-west  from  that  of 
the  Trent  on  the  south-east.  The  natural  drainage  of  the  former 
is  into  the  Smestow  Brook,  an  affluent  of  the  Stour  ; while  the 
natural  drainage  of  latter  (which  escapes  percolating  into  the  mines) 
finds  its  way  into  the  Tame. 
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The  sanitary  history  of  the  Smestow  Brook  will  be  dealt  with 
under  the  heading  “sewerage.” 


The  chief  industries  are  those  of  pump  manufacture,  trunk 
making,  lock  making,  ironworks,  hurdle  manufacture,  and  that  of 
insulated  dynamo  stampings,  and  other  stampings. 


Population. — The  method  of  estimation  adopted,  as  in 
former  years  was  that  of  assuming  an  increase  at  a uniform  rate  of 
geometrical  progression  between  the  census  of  190T  and  that  of  1 91 1, 
equivalent  to  that  which  obtained  between  1891  and  1901. 


Vital  Statistics  . — The  Wolverhampton  Union  Workhouse 
migrated  into  your  district  in  August  of  1903.  The  male  Pavilions, 
the  whole  of  the  Infirmary,  the  Insane  block,  the  male  skin  ward 
and  half  the  female  skin  block  are  in  your  district,  the  rest  being  in 
Wednesfield. 


The  same  method  of  alloting  the  Workhouse  population  as 
described  last  year  will  be  followed,  The  population  of  Heath 
Town  being  6 per  cent  of  that  of  the  whole  union,  this  proportion 
of  the  total  Workhouse  population  has  been  added  to  the  estimated 
population  of  the  district. 


I have  explained  in  previous  years  why  I have  altered  the 
headings  of  columns  5,  6,  7,  8.  and  columns  12  and  13  in  Table  1, 
owing  to  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  alone  being  more  than  all  the 
others  in  the  District,  and  the  union  having  a population  of  154, 
591  at  the  last  census. 


Infant  Death  Rate.— For  the  last  two  years  there  has 
been  an  exceptional  low  death  rate,  being  103  3 and  108  6 respect- 
ively. They  were  by  far  the  lowest  on  record,  and  were  very  much 
lower  than  the  County  average  for  these  years,  which  were  136  and 
149  respectively.  In  my  last  year’s  Report  I was  not  disposed  to 
attach  too  much  significance  to  these  low  rates,  because  in  view  of 
the  District  being  a small  one,  the  law  of  averages  did  not  work 
with  any  precision,  and  said  we  must  be  prepared  for  a much  larger 
rate  this  year— and  such  is  the  case  unfortunately.  The  rate  is 
144  4,  and  this  is  higher  than  any  year  since  1900  except  in  1905, 
considerably  higher  than  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.  I hope 
however  we  shall  not  get  into  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
black  list.” 
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An  Analysis  of  the  cases  is  interesting  and  instructive.  The 
numbers  are  55  against  44  last  year.  Twelve  of  these  are  from 
Marasmus  and  allied  conditions,  and  12  others  are  from  Bronchitis 
and  Broncho-pneumonia.  These  two  causes  account  for  a very 
considerable  proportion  of  the  cases.  Of  these,  three  of  the  former 
were  triplets,  who  died  under  2 weeks.  Of  the  latter  class,  none 
occurred  in  the  months  July,  August  and  September,  but  they  were 
fairly  equally  distributed  over  the  remaining  months,  so  that 
severe  climatic  conditions  could  not  account  for  them  altogether. 
Zymotic  mortality  was  especially  low  among  infants,  being  only 
2 deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  2 from  Diarrhoea.  The  mortality 
this  year  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  special  incidence  of 
preventable  disease,  though  maternal  neglect  and  ignorance  may  be 
put  down  as  one  of  the  contributing  factors. 

I have  dealt  at  some  length  in  previous  years  with  the  prevent- 
able causes  that  create  an  unhealthy  environment  for  the  Infant, 
and  that  tends  to  cut  short  its  live,  and  detailed  repetition  is  not 
necessary. 

We  have  been  continuing  the  practice  of  distributing  the 
instruction  card  for  feeding  infants  to  those  who  apply  to  the 
Registrar  for  Certificates,  and  now  they  are  sought  after  and 
appreciated  and  have  been  of  definite  value.  The  teaching  of 
Hygiene  in  the  schools  of  your  district,  though  it  will  require 
several  years  to  bring  its  full  effect  on  infant  mortality,  yet  with 
the  advent  to  maternity  of  the  rising  generation,  the  effect  cannot 
fail  to  be  very  full  and  pronounced. 

Table  V.  is  very  useful  and  gives  a very  fair  summary  of  the 
nature  of  infant  mortality.  There  have  not  been  any  uncertified 
deaths,  only  9 illegitimate  births  in  the  district. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907—1  described  this  Act 
last  year  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  a very  valuable  measure  if  it 
was  supplemented  by  the  appointment  of  a Health  Visitor,  but  that 
your  District  is  too  small  to  justify  the  appointment  of  one  Health 
Visitor  for  that  District  only.  But  this  difficulty  might  be  obivated 
by  arranging  with  some  other  adjacent  District  or  Districts,  for  a 
joint  appointment,  or  for  the  County  to  appoint  a Health  Visitor  by 
arrangement  with  the  Districts  concerned,  who  should  undertake 
the  duties  in  the  area  arranged  for.  Until  some  arrangement  of 
this  nature  can  be  made,  I do  not  advise  the  adoption  of  this  Act, 
though  it  would  be  quite  open  for  the  County  to  adopt  it  for  your 
District  either  as  a unit  or  as  one  District  among  a number  of 
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adjacent  ones.  But  though  there  appear  to  be  difficulties  at  present, 
the  eventual  adoption  of  the  Act  and  the  appointment  of  a Health 
Visitor  for  work  (in  part)  in  your  District  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered and  anticipated. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  in  Public 
Elementary  Schools. — This  work  lias  been  put  into  concrete 
form  during  the  present  year.  The  work  in  your  District 
has  been  part  of  the  general  County  scheme.  One  supervisor 
has  been  appointed  by  the  County,  and  medical  lady  Inspectors 
have  made  the  actual  examinations,  so  that  1 have  not  come  into 
official  contract  with  the  work.  The  only  reflex  of  the  work  that 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  has  been  in  the  out-patient  practice  of 
the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  where  1 seen  many  of  the 
children  sent  up  for  treatment  by  various  school  Inspectors,  and 
from  this  faint  indication  the  value  of  the  work  has  been  evident. 

General  Death  Rate. — This  year  like  the  two  previous 
ones  has  had  a very  low  general  death  rate,  though  the  Infant  death 
rate  has  been  high.  Last  year  the  general  death  rate  was  13  8, 
against  the  County  (UrbanJ  average  15  2.  and  that  of  76  large 
towns,  1 *54. 

Birth  Rate  . — This  is  lower  than  it  has  been  during  the 
last  ten  years,  and  necessarily  much  lower  than  the  average  rate 
It  is  however  above  the  County  average  for  last  year.  It  is  this  low 
birth  rate  that  has  some  influence  in  the  high  infantile  death  rate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — This  has  been  distinctly  low  this 
}7ear,  there  being  Measles  1;  Whooping  Cough  9;  Diphtheria  3; 
and  Diarrhoea  3,  making  a total  of  16,  being  at  the  rate  of  per  3 
thousand.  I have  not  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  epidemic 
of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  but  as  I have  no 
reliable  sources  of  information  about  the  prevalence  of  these 
diseases,  1 cannot  speak  with  authority. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  contrast  with  last  year  regarding  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  has  been  very  marked.  Last  year  there 
were  137  cases,  but  this  year  there  were  only  29  cases,  and  they 
were  evenly  distributed  over  the  whole  course  of  the  year.  The 
number  admitted  into  the  Hospital  was  19,  being  a percentage 
isolation  of  65  5,  this  being  the  lowest  percentage  isolation  since  my 
appointment.  This  has  been  due  partly  to  some  of  the  cases  occur- 
ing  simultaneously  in  one  house,  so  that  is  was  not  thought 
necessar}1  to  isolate. 
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I consider  that  the  reason  why  so  few  cases  have  occured  this 
year  is  that  last  year  the  isolation  was  carried  out  so  effe-  tiveiv 
that  the  epidemic  was  stamped  out,  and  the  only  cases  occming 
this  year  were  sporadic  cases. 

The  cases  treated  in  the  Hospital  were  all  of  mild  type  with 
one  exception,  and  that  case,  though  she  lay  at  death’s  doors  fur 
many  days  with  symptoms  of  a typhoid  character,  yet  at  length 
made  a complete  recovery. 

I SO  I at  ion. There  are  very  few  remarks  necessary  to  be  made 
on  this  head.  The  Hospital  has  behaved  very  well  during  the  year, 
and  during  one  or  two  periods  that  have  occured  when  it  was 
vacant,  effective  repairs  have  been  made.  There  are  however 
several  small  alterations  that  would  at  a very  little  cost  make  the 
building  very  much  more  efficient,  and  easy  to  work.  The  appoint- 
ment last  year  of  a trained  Nurse  who  had  held  several  responsible 
positions  in  large  hospitals  has  vastly  improved  the  standard  of  the 
nursing  and  administration. 

Disinfection.— Disinfection  of  dwellings  has  been  carried 
out  with  Mackenzie’s  spray,  and  bedding  and  think  objects  have 
been  disinfected  by  the  Thresh  apparatus  at  Wolverhampton  Fever 
Hospital,  where  also  all  clothes  of  patients  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  sent  when  they  are  discharged. 

Diphtheria. — There  have  been  five  cases,  two  of  whom  have 
been  removed  to  the  General  Hospital.  The  Council  keep  in  stock 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  10,000  units  of  serum,  and  also  two 
prophylactic  doses,  and  also  a serum  syringe.  Any  doctor  will  be 
allowed  to  use  these  for  any  case  that  occurs  in  the  District,  on 
condition  that  he  returns  the  syringe  to  the  Hospital,  and  orders  a 
fresh  supply  of  serum  forthwith.  If  the  doctor  satisfies  the  Council 
that  the  patient  or  his  friends  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  serum,  they 
are  willing  to  pay  for  10,000  units.  Applications  should  be  made 
to  the  Medical  Officer  or  Inspector. 


Enteric  Fever. — There  have  been  five  cases,  three  of 
which  have  been  admitted  into  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital. 


Phthisis  . — The  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  and 
Workhouse  Medical  Officers  will  be  of  signal  service  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  this  most  deadly  and  prevalent  disease.  It  will  be  I 
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hope  bat  the  advance  guard  of  other  more  general  measures  for  the 
prevention  and  perhaps  eventually  stamping  out  of  this  fell  malady. 
How  it  will  work,  experience  alone  can  tell,  and  it  is  doubtless 
intended  that  this  experience  will  be  a guide  to  the  framing  of 
measures  of  general  compulsory  notification. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.— Practitioners  have 
again  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  opportunities 
afforded  for  these  examinations,  for  the  confirmation  of  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis  cases. 

General  Inspection. — I have  made  a systematic  Inspection 
of  the  District.  The  general  sanitary  condition  is  good,  but  there 
are  several  dwellings  with  their  curtilages  that  are  of  a very 
unsatisfactory  and  unsanitary  condition.  These  defects  I have 
reported  fully  to  your  Council,  and  I hope  that  some  means  may  be 
taken  to  remove  them.  Some  of  them  are  of  insufficient  cubic  cap- 
acity, with  bad  ventilation,  and  imperfect  structural  arrangements. 
Some  dwellings  are  crowded  together,  with  insufficient  air 
circulation  between  them,  and  with  faulty  outhouses.  Another  of 
the  bad  features  is  the  large  number  of  long  open  gutters  that 
discharge  into  gulleys  several  yards  fromthe  washhouses,  and  very 
ill-laid,  and  so  large  pools  of  stagnant  foul  suds  are  allowed  to 
collect,  and  being  common  to  all  the  yard,  it  is  no  one's  business  to 
clean  them  out,  and  so  the  gulleys  are  always  getting  stopped  up.  I 
have  advocated  in  past  years  the  gradual  policy  of  insisting  of 
bringing  the  drains  to  the  outhouses,  so  as  to  have  a gully  to  each 
washhouse,  or  pair  of  washhouses. 

There  has  been  the  same  trouble  with  pigsties  as  usual.  These 
places  are  generally  kept  under  dirty  conditions,  with  no  drainage, 
bad  floors  and  wooden  walls.  Pigs  are  often  removed  in  response 
to  demands,  but  these  are  quickly  replaced. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.— All  new  houses 
are  required  to  fit  water-closets  or  slop  closets,  but  in  most  cases  it 
is  the  latter  that  are  used.  Nearly  all  the  old  houses  have  what  are 
known  locally  as  “ash  closets”  that  is,  a privy  of  limited  capacity, 
with  a concrete  floor,  and  an  opening  at  one  side,  from  which  the 
excreta  are  removed,  and  into  the  closet  the  household  ashes  are 
supposed  to  be  put.  Ths  system  works  fairly  well,  provided 
abundance  of  ashes  are  used,  but  ashes  are  frequently  not  put  into 
them,  and  this  is  especially  in  the  summer,  and  where  the  tenant 
has  no  ashes  to  produce,  and  then  the  closet  becomes  a danger  to 
health  and  a nuisance.  Hence  except  with  the  best  class  of  tenant 
they  can  never  be  satisfactory. 
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But  it  is  with  the  present  practice  of  the  removal  of  night  soil 
that  the  chief  trouble  lies.  I have  commented  at  length  in  pievious 
years  on  the  practice  of  emptying  the  contents  of  the  privies  on  the 
streets,  and  shovelling  it  from  thence  to  the  carts,  and  have  detailed 
the  proposals  that  have  been  made  for  obviating  these  nuisances, 
but  nothing  so  far  has  been  done. 

Sewerage. — Formerly,  the  sewerage  mostly  found  its  wav 
into  the  Smestow  Brook.  This  stream  forms  the  greater  part  of  the 
western  boundary  between  the  district  and  Wolverhampton.  After 
leaving  Heath  Town,  it  forms  the  boundary  between  the  Wolver- 
hampton and  Cannock  Rural  district. 

A few  years  ago,  a new  sewerage  scheme  was  inaugurated  and 
the  sewerage  of  Heath  Town  and  Park  Village  carried  to  the  outfall 
at  Coven  Heath,  three  miles  away,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by 
precipitation  tanks  and  broad  irrigation,  the  final  effluent  being  into  a 
tributary  of  the  Penk.  Moseley  Village  being  on  the  other  side  of  the 
watershed  already  referred  to,  cannot  be  connected  to  the  main  out- 
fall by  gravition,  so  that  a special  outfall  has  been  provided  on  a 
site  close  to  the  village,  where  the  treatment  is  tank  sedimentation 
and  broad  irragtion.  The  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  new 
sewers,  the  old  sewers  discharging  into  the  Smestow  Brook  being 
used  as  storm  sewers.  A mechanical  filter  bed  has  been  provided 
at  Coven  Heath  to  receive  the  storm  water  going  down  the  sewers. 

The  Wednesfield  Brook  has  been  in  the  past  a source  of  trouble 
and  possible  pollution.  It  first  comes  into  the  district  at  Prestwood 
Road,  near  the  Vicarage,  and  forms  the  boundary  between  the  two 
districts  for  some  distance.  Formerly  several  houses  in  Wednesfield 
emptied  their  drains  into  this  brook,  and  the  latter,  entering  the 
Smestow  near  Stratton  Street,  doubtless  poured  some  of  this 
pollution  into  th^  Smestow.  I have  constantly  referred  to  the 
danger  threatened  of  pollution  of  your  stream  from  this  source,  and 
urged  upon  the  Wednesfield  Council  that  they  should  divert  this 
sewage  into  some  other  channel.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
sewer  has  been  put,  but  in,  the  property  has  not  been  connected. 

There  are  still  the  houses  in  Dean’s  Road  that  I have  pre- 
viously referred  to  that  are  undrained  into  the  sewer.  The 
drainage  in  the  central  portion  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

The  houses  at  the  eastern  end  of  Willenhall  Road,  are  also 
without  connexion  to  sewers,  and  difficulties  in  doing  so  still  present 
themselves,  but  they  should  not  eventually  be  insurmountable. 
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Housing. — this  is  always  a matter  of  great  difficulty.  There 
have  been  some  houses  in  which  the  condition,  dilapidated  state, 
cubic  space,  ventilation,  and  other  conditions  have  been  so  extreme 
that  there  have  not  been  many  difficulties  in  closing  them.  There 
are  others,  very  little  better,  and  which  the  Medical  Officer  may 
have  no  doubt  about  their  insanitary  state,  yet  the  evedience  may 
not  be  sufficiently  tangible  to  convince  a Magistrate,  and  so  secure 
a closing  order. 

The  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907  would 
afford  many  advantages  that  would  secure  the  removal  of  nuisances 
and  the  supply  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences.  There  are  many 
slum  areas  overcrowded  and  insanitary,  and  altogether  very  un- 
desirable plaees  to  live  in,  but  yet  such  that  cannot  be  condemmed 
in  the  absence  of  better  dwellings  at  the  same  rent.  There  are  some 
people  that  say  they  cannot  afford  more  than  two  shillings  a week 
rent,  and  if  this  is  so,  it  is  difficult  to  provide  them  with  any  reason- 
able dwelling  at  this  rent  under  present  conditions.  It  is  only  by  a 
change  in  the  mental  and  moral  calibre  of  these  tenants  that  any 
improvement  can  result.  Possibly  improved  and  cheaper  methods 
of  building  and  design  may  effect  a more  sanitary  dwelling  at  these 
low  rentals.  But  until  some  of  these  happen,  we  shall  have  to 
tolerate  conditions  that  are  revolting,  and  which  we  would  gladly 
see  swept  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  it  is  possible  to  shew  too 
much  weakness  towards  the  “ submerged  ” and  there  still  reman 
houses  that  ought  to  be  closed  and  obstructive  buildings  that  ought 
to  be  demolished. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  unhealthy  and  unlovely 
surroundings  often  produce  a low  state  of  morals  as  well  as  of 
physique.  I am  sufficiently  optimistic  to  believe  that  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  slum,  if  it  could  be  effected,  and  the  placing  of 
this  class  in  better  conditions  of  living,  would  resylt  in  many  cases 
in  a better  moral  spirit,  and  greater  earning  power,  increased  wages, 
and  more  cleanly,  sanitary,  and  aesthetic  habits.  Sanitary  and 
aesthetic  improvement  in  house  and  surroundings  would  be  bound 
to  react  on  the  individual,  just  as  vicious  surrounding  and  filthy 
dilapidated  house  produces  a degenerating  effect  and  a vicious  circle 
on  the  individual.  Drink  often  causes  poverty,  but  poverty  often 
causes  drink  and  similar  evils,  and  they  react  on  one  another,  deep- 
ening the  degradation.  By  reversing  the  process,  the  social  ascent 
can  be  attained — not  always,  but  very  often. 

Garden  Suburb- — This  movement  has  made  very  definite 
progress  during  the  year.  Several  new  houses  have  been  erected, 
and  an  exhibition  was  held,  during  which  most  of  the  houses  were 
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open  to  inspection,  and  the  designs  subject  to  competition.  The 
external  appearance  of  the  houses  has  been  very  aesthetic,  giving  a 
quaint  charm  to  the  landscape.  Both  in  outward  and  internal 
design  the  general  result  is  excellent,  and  there  are  several  ingenious 
devices  for  securing  hot  and  cold  water  baths  without  taking  up  any 
more  room  than  that  on  which  the  bath  stands.  They  are  very 
pleasant  houses  to  live  in,  and  to  live  amongst.  There  is  however 
the  difficulty  that  none  of  them  can  be  said  to  be  within  the  capacity 
of  the  poor,  those  whom  we  are  most  anxious  to  lift  up  to  a higher 
level  than  the  low  water  mark  at  which  they  live.  Also  it  is  obvious 
that  these  aesthetic  charms  cost  money,  and  that  these  houses  have 
smaller  rooms  than  the  plain  houses  of  the  ordinary  type  at  the  same 
rent.  This  is  of  course  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at,  but  I hoped  the 
intellegence  that  had  devised  these  excellent  plans  might  have  also 
secured  aesthetic  design  without  extra  cost  or  diminished  space. 
As  it  is  however,  I think  either  of  these  factors  is  well  compensated 
for  by  the  added  hedonism  of  home  life  under  such  conditions, 
which  is  sure  to  react  on  the  health  of  the  family,  and  especially  the 
growing  members  thereof-  There  are  however  many  who  are  in- 
sensitive to  such  influences  and  who  are  ever  seeking  for  a cheap 
house,  whatever  their  means,  and  for  these  there  will  be  abundance 
of  long  rows  of  houses  uninspiring,  but  sanitary.  But  for  those 
whom  I have  described  as  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  more 
than  the  irreducible  minimum,  I hope  that  Sir  Arthur  Paget  and  his 
fcollebrators  may  be  able  to  find  some  means  of  providing  for  these 
some  plain,  small  but  sanitary  dwellings  that  will  meet  the 
exigencies  of  their  small  means. 

Last  year  I have  described  at  some  length  the  nature  of  the 
Estate  and  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  intended  to  lay  it  out,  so 
that  need  not  be  repeated,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  find  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  “ Triangle  ” has  been  occupied  by  dwellings, 
and  also  the  opposite  side  of  Victoria  Road  and  part  of  Thorney- 
croft  Lane.  The  sewers  have  been  again  extended  in  this 
neighbourhood  during  the  year,  and  gas,  water  and  in  many  cases 
electricity  have  been  introduced  into  the  houses.  The  large  works 
described  last  year  as  having  migrated  into  Wolverhampton  on  the 
border  of  your  District,  are  rapidly  progressing  and  the  date  of 
opening  during  the  next  year  has  already  been  settled.  This  will 
probabty  mean  an  influx  of  many  tenants  into  the  Garden  Suburb 
and  to  other  parts  of  the  district. 

The  Acreage  of  the  estate  in  your  District  is  390,  about  one  third 
of  the  whole  of  the  district,  and  the  importance  of  the  developement  to 
the  District  will  be  very  considerable,  and  will  effect  the  population 
and  rateable  value  largely. 
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Town  Planning.  — A Bill  has  been  before  us  giving  local  author- 
ities powers  to  organize  a system  of  town  planning,  along  which  lines  to  which 
future  builders  must  conform  to.  While  this  is  going  to  the  press,  the  King’s 
speech  announces  that  this  Bill  is  to  be  brought  forward  during  the  coming 
session  This  is  expected  to  be  a very  powerful  weapon  to  prevent  haphazard 
methods  and  the  creation  of  new  slum  areas. 

I would  suggest  to  your  Council  that  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  anticapate 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  in  such  a way  as  to  formulate  a plan,  such  as  it  would 
be  desirable  for  future  streets  to  conform  to,  and  to  keep  a vigilant  eye  on  all 
new  buildings  that  will  mar  the  harmony  of  the  plan  and  if  possible  to  withold 
consent  until  powers  are  obtained  under  the  intended  Act  to  enforce  conformity 

Tt  is  especially  desirable  that  in  the  interests  of  rapidly  increasing  fast 
traffic,  that  in  the  course  of  years,  a Grand  Circular  Avenue  should  be  con- 
structed round  Wolverhampton,  using  existing  roads  wherever  possible  This 
Avenue  would  probably  go  in  part  through  your  District  and  through  Bushbury> 
and  should  be  as  near  as  possible  a circle  with  Queen’s  Square  as  a centre,  or 
a polygon  described  within  it  By  this  means  the  through  traffic  through  Wol“ 
verhampton  and  Heath  Town  would  be  encouraged  to  go  round  by  the  Avenue 
instead  of  through  the  centre  of  Wolverhampton  and  the  already  congested  main 
streets  of  your  district,  and  free  direct  intercommunication  would  be  established 
between  Heath  Town,  Bushbury,  and  the  populous  outskirts  of  Wolverhampton. 
If  such  a plan  were  arrived  at  by  mutual  consent  between  the  authorities 
concerned,  consent  could  be  witheld  from  any  builder’s  design  that  would 
spoil  the  plan,  but  the  final  execution  would  doubtless  take  many  years  to 
accomplish. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
There  were  a few  years  back  a large  number  of  wells,  but  most  have  been 
abandoned  and  town  water  laid  on.  I have  inspected  frequently  all  that  are  left, 
and  have  instructed  the  Inspector  to  s*md  samples  for  analysis,  and  in  nearly 
every  case  the  water  has  been  found  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  wells 
have  been  ordered  to  be  closed  and  the  town  water  laid  on. 

Wolverhampton  is  now  boring  at  Tettenliall  for  supplementary  Bupply  of 
water.  I had  recently  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  boring  in  process  and  ob- 
serving the  cores  which  had  already  been  removed.  The  lower  Keuper  sandstone 
and  the  upper  Bunter  sandstone  had  been  penetrated,  and  when  I saw  it,  the 
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boring  had  extended  well  into  the  Comglomerate  beds.  The  borings  are  event- 
ually to  extend  well  into  the  lower  Bunter  sandstone,  where  as  the  experimental 
boring  has  shown  there  is  an  abundant  supply,  and  free  from  possible  surface 
contamination. 

Slaughterhouses. — Most  of  these  are  fairly  satisfactory  struct- 
urally. One  has  been  found  to  have  a faulty  floor  and  wall,  and  blood  escaped 
in  quantity  into  an  adjoining  yard,  that  was  at  a lower  level  than  the  floor  of  the 
slaughterhouse.  There  has  been  one  slaughterhouse,  where  it  was  known  that 
the  occupier  had  constantly  searched  a certain  district  in  Shropshire  for  unfit 
cattle,  and  had  brought  them  into  this  slaughterhouse  by  surreptitious  means 
and  slaughtered  them  in  the  night.  Tt  was  however  difficult  to  bring  them  to 
task,  but  eventually  a diseased  carcase  was  found,  and  I seized  it,  and  it  was 
condemmed  and  the  occupier  was  fined.  Shortly  after  I seized  another  diseased 
carcase  and  the  occupier  disappeared  before  a warrant  could  be  served  and 
eventually  left  the  country,  and  since  then,  this  slaughterhouse  has  been 
conducted  satisfactorily. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I have  made  a systematic 

inspection  of  all  of  these  this  year,  and  the  general  conditions  were  fairly 
satisfactory.  I have  to  report  that  the  two  large  works  which  had  very  offensive 
latrines  and  have  been  instructed  to,  and  have  promised  to  putin,  trough  closets 
have  not  yet  done  so. 

Offensive  Trade.—  i have  every  year  reported  on  this  business 
The  proprietors  formerly  carried  on  a gut  scraping  business,  and  the  effects  were 
very  offensive.  Proceedings  have  been  taken  against  them  some  years  ago,  but 
they  were  withdrawn  when  the  proprietors  signed  an  agreement,  which  was 
believed  to  mean  that  they  would  evacuate  the  premises  in  June  1905.  This 
was  not  however  done,  and  the  agreement  only  required  the  discontinuing  of 
“ gut  scraping.”  It  is  stated  that  gut  scraping  has  not  been  conducted  since, 
but  all  that  has  been  done,  has  been  the  bringing  in  of  the  guts,  cleaning  of  the 
mesentric  fat,  salting  them  and  removing  them  to  another  place,  and  this  is  all 
I have  seen  done  when  I have  inspected  the  place.  I have  described  these 
matters  at  length  in  former  reports,  and  am  still  of  opinion  that  with  work 
conducted  as  I have  seen  it,  with  the  emanation  of  the  stench  as  has  been 
described,  and  surrounded  immediately  by  a large  population,  and  such  a 
business  is  an  intolerable  nuisance  and  ought  to  be  stopped. 
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Bakehouses  . — These  are  on  the  whole  much  more  satisfactory  as 
cleanliness  and  sound  structure  than  they  were  a few  years  ago. 

Dai  |'i  e S.  — Some  of  these  are  very  satisfactory,  others  are  more  primitive 
in  structure,  though  there  does  not  appear  to  he  any  gross  defect  in  structure 
or  management.  In  a short  time  the  model  Byelaws  will  come  into  effect 
when  I shall  endeavour  to  secure  conformity  with  them. 

Reafforestation  . — This  subject  has  been  brought  into  prom- 
inence by  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commision  on  Coast  erosion  and  Reafforestion. 
There  has  been  abundant  recognition  of  the  excellent  pioneer  work  done  by 
the  Midland  Reafforestation  Association,  and  the  value  of  the  work  and  its 
suitability  for  meeting  the  problem  of  unemployment.  The  work  that  has 
been  done  in  planting  trees  in  your  district  have  already  borne  fruit  in  the 
added  amenities  of  the  district.  A large  mound  near  Moseley  Village  has 
been  planted  by  private  enterprise,  and  already  the  trees  are  showing  up 
well.  The  same  owner  had  arranged  with  the  Reafforestation  Association  to 
plant  two  more  unsightly  mounds  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  but  his  untimely 
decease  has  for  the  present  interrupted  the  work  There  are  many  opportun- 
ities in  your  district  of  clothing  barren  pit  heaps  with  pleasing  verdure 
which  will  in  the  next  generation  be  a considerable  commercial  asset. 

J.  ALFRED  CODD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health- 

W olverh  a m ptou , 

January  1909. 
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TABLES. 


I. 

Institutions  within  the 
Districts  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the 
District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the 
District. 

Wolverhampton  Union 
Workhouse  (in  part). 

Wolverhampton 
General  Hospital. 

Nil. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  your  District  ? (Yes  in  part). 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908  and  previous  Years. 


Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  loco  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Seperate  Localities  in  1908  and 

previous  years. 


There  are  no  seperate  Localities  of  known  population  in  the 
D istrict. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1908. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in 
District. 

Whole 

Total  Cases 

removed  to  hospital 

At  all  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 to  5. 

uS 

0 

10 

VO 

N 

O 

VO 

25  to  65 

and  upwards. 

Diphteria  (inducing  Membranous 

c 

3 

2 

2* 

Croup) 

j 

Erysipelas 

9 

2 

I 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

10 

1 6 

2 

1 

*9 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

2 

1 

I 

! 

3* 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

2 

2 

Totals  . . 

5o 

1 5 

2 1 

6 

8 

24 

Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Town  (Scarlet  Fever). 

South  Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  (Small  Pox). 

* General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  (Diphteria  and  Enteric  Fever). 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


Per  centage  Isolation  for  8 years  before  1905  . . . . 37  51 

„ „ during  1905  73'3 

„ „ during  1906  96 

„ „ during  1907  905 

„ „ during  1908  . 655 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1908, 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  B 

of  “ Residents  ” wether  occurring  ° g g ^ 
in  or  beyond  the  District.  j£j  ;z;  »-< .2 

■5?  - ° £ 


Causds  of  Death, 

All  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

GO 

13 

3 

Total  Deaths  wl 

“ Residents  ” 01 

Reside}) ts  ” in  Pub 

tions  in  the  Di 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

3 

6 

Diphteria  (including  Membranous 

Croup) 

3 

3 

l 

Croup... 

( Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric 

1 

Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

4 

1 

2 

1 

23 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

3 

2 

1 

Enteritis 

4 

4 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

E^sipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

10 

1 

2 

7 

28 

Other  Tubercular  Diseares 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

10 

5 

5 

18 

Boonchitis  & Bronho-Pneumonia  . . 

18 

12 

1 

5 

14 

Pneumonia  (acute) 

20 

4 

3 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ...  \ 

Cirrhosis  af  Liver  / 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

6 

6 

Diseases  & Accidents  of  Parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

10 

1 

6 

3 

14 

Accidents 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Suicides 

1 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

18 

5 

1 

2 

5 

5 

21 

„ Mind 

1 

1 

4 

,,  Kidneys 

1 

1 

11 

Senility 

11 

11 

106 

All  other  causes 

22 

18 

1 

2 

14 

All  causes 

1(53 

55 

21 

6 

7 

38 

36 

263 

TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


<8  f Certified 

§ J 

Uncertified 


O 


12 


g B « 

S-2  g 
g o ® 
o ®.  2 


8 ® 
c<  OQ 


<3  .2 


•5  ® 

.2  S 

OQ 

•-S 


4>  a <u 

.JO  g MS 
3 o c- 
C-4  ^ ® 

H 5.2 
fc>'  Q 


/ Small-pox  ... 

I Chicken-pox 
J Measles 
j Scarlet  Fever 
I Diptheria  : Croup  .. 
V Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  .. 
Enteritis  Muco-Enter  J 
itis,  Gastro-Enteritis  I 

Gastritis.  G astro 
Intestinal-Catarrh  I 

C Premature  Birth 
< Congenital  Defects  .. 
C Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast  Milk  I 
Starvation  | 

Atrophy,  Debility,  | 
Marasmus  | 
Tuberculous  Mengitis 
Tuberculous , 

Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculos  | 
Diseases  | 
. Erysipelas  ... 

I Syphillis 
1 Rickets 

■s  Meningitis  ...  j 

j (not  Tuberculous  | 
f Convulsions 
/ Bronchitis  and 
ft  Bronclio-Pneumonia  | 
J Laryngitis  ... 

\ Pneumonia  ... 

J Suffercation,  overlying 
\ Other  Causes 
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Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  11,707. 

Births  in  the  year  (excluding  Workhouse  Births),  legitimate  313, 
illegtimate  7. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  intants  55,  illegitimate  infants  O. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  163. 


NOTES  TO  TABLES  IV.  AND  V. 


(a)  In  Table  IV.  , all  deaths  of  “Residents  ’’occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether 

within  or  without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns 
for  the  several  age  groups  (columns  2-8).  Deaths  of  *‘  Non-Residents  ’ occurring  in 
public  institutions  in  the  district  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns 
2-8  of  Table  IV. 

( b ) See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “ Residents  ” and  “ Non-Residents,’’  and 

as  to  “ Public  Institutions  ’’  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  lables. 
The  ‘ Localities  ” in  Table  IV.  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of 

“ Residents  ” or  of  “ Non-Residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note 
(a),  to  be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  The  total  number  in  this  column 
should  equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “ Localities”  in  the  columns  9-15  ot”  l'akle  IV.  should 

equal  those  for  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II.,  sub-columns  c.  The  total 
deaths  at  all  ages  in  column  2 of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9- 1 5 
and  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea”  are  to  be  included  deaths  registered  as  due  to 

Epidemic  diarrhoea,  Epidemic  enteritis,  Infective  enteritis,  Zymotic  enteritis,  Summer 
diarrhea,  Dysentery  and  Dysenteric  diarrhoea,  Choleraic  diarrhoea,  Cholera  and 
Cholera  Nostras. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  be  included 
under  the  latter. 

Deaths  from  Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis,  Gastro-Enteritis,  and  Gastritis  (sge  under  the 
heading  Diarrho?al  Diseases  in  Table  V.J  in  Tables  IV.  and  V.  should  be  placed 
immediately  below,  but  seperately  from,  those  enumerated  under  the  heading  Diarrhoea 
as  defined  by  enumeration  above.  This  is  particularly  important  for  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age,  as  many  of  the  deaths  in  infancy  returned  as  due  to  Enteritis  are  really 
caused  by  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  In  the  course  of  years,  by  the  adoption  of  this 
recommendation,  it  will  be  practicable  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  transfer 
between  these  different  headings. 

(f)  Under  the  headings  of  “Cancer”  and  “ Puerperal  fever”  should  be  included  all  reg- 
istered deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  these  general  terms.  Thus : Under 
“ Cancer  ” should  be  included  deaths  from  Cancer,  Carcinoma,  Maligant  disease, 
Scirrhus,  Ephithelioma,  Sarcoma,  Villous  tumour,  and  Papilloma  of  bladder,  Rodent 
ulcer,.  Under  “ Puerperal  fever”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Pyaemia.  Septicaemia, 
Sapraemia,  Pelvic  pertitonitis,  Peri- and  Endo-Metritis  occurring  in  the  Puerperium. 

(£■)  Under  *•  Congenital  Defects  ” in  Table  V.  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Atelectasis, 
Icterus  neomatorum,  Navel  haemorrage,  Malformations  and  Congenital  hydrocephalus. 

( h ) Under  “Tuberculous  Meningitis’*  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Acute  hydrocephalus 

(t)  Under  ‘*  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Tuberculous* 
Tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints  and  other  organs,  Lupus  and  Scrofula. 

( j ) All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioner  and  all  Inquest  cases  are  to 
classed  as  “ Certified  ” ; and  other  deaths  are  to  be  regarded  as  “ Uncertified.” 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  Ill  , IV.,  and  V., 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  l ables. 


January,  1909. 


J.  ALFRED  CODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healh. 
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SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  Department  during  the  Year  190 8,  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Heath  Town. 


inspection 

and 

Observations 

Made 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authority 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

• 

fFoul  Conditions 

Dwelling! 

Houses  /Structural  Defects  ... 
and  \ 

Schools  JOvercrowding 

'Unfit  for  Habitation  . . . 

200 

64 

64 

Lodging  Houses 

Dairies  and  Milksliops. . . 

30 

Cowsheds 

16 

Bakehouses  ... 

20 

Slaughter-houses 

104 

Canal  Boats  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  . . 

4 

4 

4 

Water  Closets 

* 

/ Defective  Traps 

House  ) 

Drainage  \ No  Disconnections 

36 

18 

12 

^ Other  Faults... 

Water  Supply 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 

8 

4 

4 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

Totals 

418 

90 

84 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE -continued. 


Unwholesome  Food  : — 

Number  of  Seizures 
Condemned  by  Magistrate 
Presecutions  for  Exposing  for  Sale 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis 
Number  found  Adulterated,  &c.  ... 
Proceedings  taken 
Number  of  Convictions ... 

Samples  of  W ater  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


2 

2 

i 

[ 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  Infectiotis  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto 


138 


{Signed)  E.  GRIFFITHS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


January , 1909. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries, 


HOWIE  WORK. 


